MANIFESTO for Drama/Theatre in Education:
Declaration of principles and intentions by IDEA Europe 
UNESCO presented the Road map for Arts Education at the World Conference 2006 in Lisbon and the Seoul Agenda at the next World Conference 2010 in Seoul. Both conferences confirmed the essential role of the Arts in Education to be provided in all UN countries. 
On 25-28 November 2010, European members of IDEA – International Drama/Theatre and Education Association - with official representatives from 18 countries were gathered in Athens for their annual meeting. We have written this manifesto, because we have seen evidence in practice and much research has proved, e.g. in European Projects such as DICE and IDEA projects such as D4LC that Drama/Theatre improve our capacity to collaborate, care and create and make learning memorable. However most politicians are not yet convinced that appropriate initiatives should be undertaken to revive the educational system - for the benefit of our children and the future of our world. 
We have therefore come to the following conclusions, aims and goals, hoping they will be implemented and supported in all countries in Europe:
INTENTIONS - MAIN POINTS TO BE FULLFILLED 
      a) Drama/Theatre is an independent art subject and needs to be taught as a compulsory                                  

         subject in the curriculum  
b) It needs to be provided over a number of years, as it is a long-term process requiring continuity and progression

c) The appreciation of drama/theatre should be encouraged in every teacher and child for the achievement of high quality education 
d) All teachers must also be provided with the skills to enable them to co-operate with drama teachers and theatre professionals in educational settings
e) Development of further partnerships between education, cultural organizations and theatre practitioners is necessary
f) Drama/Theatre should be integrated as methodology into the teaching of other subjects

g) This integration is effective only with specific teaching of the arts at every level  

h) Programmes for teachers, drama teachers and theatre artists need to be revised to equip teachers and artists with the knowledge and experience necessary to share the responsibility for facilitating learning, and be able to take full advantage of the outcomes of cross-professional cooperation
i) Educators as well as artists need to encompass insights into the other’s fields of expertise – including a mutual interest in pedagogy
ARGUMENTS:

In accordance with Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights “Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits”. 
Also, Article 31 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child states that: “State parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity”. 
Although the Rights of the Child and the Declaration of Human Rights are continually violated in various ways, Drama/Theatre in Education has, in all its manifestations, demanded the rights of all children and young people to co-exist creatively, to experience co-operation and collaboration, and also to dream of both the world’s transformation as well as their own. 
Culture, art in education, art as education, play, games, enjoyment, creativity, team-work and imagination do not always seem to find the fertile ground they need to flourish in a global reality of financial crisis that reduces the value of human beings and many of the benefits we have gained by collective effort through the centuries for a free, just and more humane world.
 We, specialist drama teachers, arts practitioners and theatre artists, who work in education, continue to create the unexpected inside and outside the classroom, inside and outside the schools, in every place and space we work with children and young people.  The learning process is no longer limited exclusively to schools. New possibilities for our art pedagogy have resulted from the development of partnerships between schools and cultural institutions. 

In each of these spaces, it is our love and enthusiasm that pave different paths of learning for all of us; different paths to get to know life and the world around us. We need to walk on these paths based on our minds and hearts, on our bodies as a whole. The person who grows as a whole, in body, mind and heart, becomes someone who can judge reality, stand up against all kinds of criticism and violation of Human Rights and the Rights of the Child. It is this kind of person that Drama/Theatre in Education tries to create and nurture, in order to keep hope for the improvement of our world alive. It is this world that we want to hand over as heritage to the next generations. 
This Manifesto is written for the purpose of addressing politicians and stakeholders, in every European country. This shared declaration is signed by associations that are active in the field of theatre and drama in European countries. We consider this step as essential to the recognition of equal opportunities for cultural and artistic activity in education. 
Symbolically, we address our declaration from Athens, where the role of the theatre as pedagogy for citizens was born and was communicated, through the centuries, to people all over the world. 

We strongly urge governments to accept this manifesto as a means to move forward. 






          Athens, November 2010

IDEA- International Drama/Theatre and Education Association  
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Organisation



Country


ORDINARY MEMBERS





Centar za Dramski Odgoj Bosne i Hercegovine   CDO
Bosnia & Herzegovina
Croatian Centre for Drama Education
HCDO

Croatia
Sdruzeni pro tvorivou dramatiku - STD


Czech Republik
The Danish Drama Teachers Association

Denmark


Finnish Drama Theatre Education Association FIDEA
Finland

Ass. Nationale de Recherche et d'Action Théâtre  ANRAT
France


Teatarska Mladina na Makedonija


FYROM


Bundesverband Theater in Schulen BVTS

Germany


Hellenic Theatre/Drama Education Network TENet-Gr
Greece


Magyar Dramapedagogiai Tarsasag HUDEA

Hungary

Félag um leiklist í skólastarfiIceland FLISS 

Iceland


Association For Drama In Education In Ireland

Ireland
Associazione Promozione Ricerca d. Cultura Teatrale
AGITA
Italy

Beroepsorganisatie Docenten Theater/Drama - BDThD 
Netherland


Landslaget Drama I Skolen   LDS


Norway


Portuguese Movement of Education through Art 

Portugal


Centre For Drama In Education And Art


Serbia


Lärarförbundet Ämnesrådet Drama


Sweden


Riksorganisasjonen aukt. Dramapedagoger RAD

Sweden


Association For Creative Drama, 


Turkey


Olusum Drama Enstitusu



Turkey


National Drama    ND



United Kingdom
ASSOCIATED MEMBERS





Theatre Tsvete



Bulgaria


European Performers House


Denmark


David Keir Wright, Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh            Scotland 

AAA Favre View v. Maria v. Bakelen


France


Hydrama Theatre and Arts Centre Greece

Greece


Káva Kulturális Muhely Egyesület 


Hungary


Education Development Centre (Pedagogikas Institutas)
Lithuania


